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living	without	 legally	recognized	 land	 tenure,	housing,	social	
relationships,	and	economic	livelihoods.4
















rights	 as	 a	 language	 and	 framework	 for	 development.	 Does	
enshrining	 the	right	 to	housing,	water,	health,	electricity,	and	
other	necessities,	assume	that	the	governments	bound	by	these	



















































America.10	These	groups	use	methodologies	 that	 spring	 from	
the	most	 fundamental	 aspects	 of	 informal	 life.	Accordingly,	
all	 SDI-affiliated	 federations	 share	 a	 few	 bedrock	 practices.	
The	first	is	women-led	daily	savings	schemes	organized	at	the	
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the	 savings	 component	 of	 traditional	microfinance	 is	 geared	
generally	towards	livelihood	activities,	the	social	and	financial	
implications	of	SDI	daily	 savings	 are	much	more	political.11	








poses.	 More	 traditional	 social	 movements,	 including	 those	
involved	in	liberation	struggles,	are	fundamentally	opposed	to	
the	State.	They	contest	the	State	in	the	courts	and	in	the	streets.	
A	 liberation	or	 revolution-oriented	 social	movement,	 aims	 to	










Instead,	 these	poor	people’s	movements	serve	 to	open	up	 the	
institutions	and	resources	of	the	State	to	participation	and	con-
trol	by	people	 themselves.	 It	 is	 a	quintessentially	bottom-up,	
reformist	agenda.	These	people’s	movements	seek	to	“co-pro-


















alTernaTIve meThods In acTIon:  



















plan	 is	 now	 in	 the	 construction	 phase	 and	many	more	 resi-
dents	are	set	 to	be	accommodated	 in	formal	housing	 than	 the	





A	 similar	 success	 story	 is	 unfolding	 in	Nairobi,	 Kenya,	
where	 the	 parastatal	 Kenya	 Railways	 Corporation	 has	 long	
desired	to	evict	many	residents	of	the	famous	railway	slums	of	
Kibera	and	Mukuru.20	The	SDI-affiliated	federation,	Muungano 
wa Wanavijiji	 (the	 Kenyan	 Homeless	 People’s	 Federation),	
organized	 residents	 to	 count	 themselves	 in	 a	massive	 house-
hold	enumeration	conducted	around	2005.21	This	enumeration	
convinced	the	railway	company	to	delay	the	eviction.22	Then,	
SDI	 facilitated	 a	 learning	 exchange	with	 an	 affiliate	 federa-
tion	in	Bombay,	India,	known	as	the	National	Slum	Dwellers	
Federation.23
The	 learning	exchange	 illustrated	 the	 Indian	 federation’s	











After	visiting	 the	Bombay	 railway	 line	 through	 the	SDI-
facilitated	learning	exchange,	the	Kenya	Railways	Corporation	
agreed	that	a	new	enumeration	should	take	place	in	the	affected	
Nairobi	communities	and	 that	 it	would	 serve	as	 the	basis	 for	
similar	plans	 for	 relocation	and	 in situ	upgrading.26	The	new	
enumeration	was	completed	earlier	in	2010.27	Now	development	
plans	are	in	negotiation	with	community	members	firmly	seated	





















as	 to	change	the	very	 institutions	 that	have	 long	made	forced	
evictions	possible.	This	is	a	difficult	task,	fraught	with	potential	
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